Ballygarvan NS-Agreed Report from Board of Management meeting held on
21/1/26

* Re The new Extension to accommodate the Special class and 5 new Special Education
rooms: The project has received Planning Permission from Cork Couty Council. The
Design Team are drafting submissions for the Fire Safety and Disability Access Certs.

* A proposal has been submitted to Project Managers, regarding the repair work
needed in some areas around the school where dampness appears to be present. We
are awaiting news on funding.

* Re: Enrolments for 2026-27, the Open Day for prospective pupils and their parents,
took place last term. Offers of places have gone out and are being accepted by
parents, at present. There are still places available in Junior Infants for 2026/27, if
you know of any parent looking for a place for their child.

* The Parents’ Association funded some art materials, sports coaching and STEM
resources for the children. They also planned the Christmas events and did a great
job of decorating the school hall. We are grateful for all their efforts.

* The Hot School meals tender was won by Ashdale Catering. Their service
commenced this month. The service has started well and the pupils are enjoying
their meals.

* Re Bi Cinealta/Anti-Bullying Policy: The new policy is now in place and pupils in all
classes are being taught to remember the motto; “Be Safe, Be Kind, Be Helpful”. We
will be communicating regularly with you about our approach to bullying behaviour
during the year.

* Reminder of the dates for the sacraments this year.
Confirmation: February 10% at 10.30am
First Confession: Following 9.30am Mass on February 27t
First Communion: May 23 at 10.30am

* The BOM has amended the Social media policy. All parents were contacted regarding
the publishing of identifiable images of pupils. See below:

Dear Parents,

As some of you will be aware, we have been posting photos and videos of school activities on our
school’s Instagram account. We use Instagram to; promote the school, engage with parents on the
work going on in the school, and showcase specific achievements by some pupils.

The Board of Management has reviewed our social media policy recently and has decided that in the
interest of child protection and safety, we would make some changes to our practice.

We have decided to stop taking and sharing identifiable images of our pupils, staff and parents. We
will be archiving the images posted already, so they won't be visible to users.



We will continue to share content celebrating the achievements of our pupils and significant events in
the life of the school, without identifying any person. This will involve sharing news of assemblies,
sporting events, art displays, activities etc, in a respectful and creative way.

These changes will apply to our Instagram account and our school website. The school’s Twitter/X
account has already been deactivated due to safety concerns.

There are occasions when we attend events outside school such as sports tournaments, quizzes,
concerts etc where we are asked by the organisations, if the pupils involved can be photographed and
their images used. We will always alert you to this if your child is involved, so you can decide whether

to consent or not.

Thank you for your continued co-operation with the school and please contact the office at 021
4888390, if you want to discuss this matter with the Principal.

Yours sincerely,
Willie O' Callaghan Mairéad Coakley

Chairperson BOM Principal

Please check the School Website: www.ballygarvanns.com for regular Policy updates.

M.Coakley (Secretary to BOM)
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