
Developing Independence  

Ballygarvan NS 

The following is expected of all children in the appropriate classes. At each 

stage it is expected that the class continue to do everything they have been 

doing at the previous stage.  

Junior Infants • Open/ Close mála scoile and bosca lóin 
• Hang up coats 
• Put away and take out sheet from button folder 
• Put on and take off coat, including zip 
• Go to toilet independently, including flushing and hand-washing (if physically 

able) 
• Take down and put up chairs 
• Use scissors and pritt- stick to cut and paste simple shapes and lines 
• Return homework folder to box each morning 
• Keep pencil case organised and put away when required 
• Eat lunch over lunchbox and tidy  
• Collect and distribute books and copies by group names 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Infants • Keep pencil case organised and in bag or on name plate until required 
• Flush toilet and wash hands 
• Manage early-finish work efficiently 
• Cut more complicated lines and shapes effectively, especially from a big page 

• Use pritt-stick effectively and efficiently (one large x on back of page) 
• Return homework to box and collect next night’s homework 
• File homework and books into folder 
• File worksheets into appropriate folder 
• Collect and distribute books, copies and sheets without assistance 
• Stack books from one group with spines and cover facing the same way 
• Put stacks of books in shelves in a way that distinguishes each table group 
• Sharpen pencils 
• Tidy classroom floor by picking up paper and other items 
• Collect PE equipment and leave at door of storeroom 
• Aid each other with putting on bibs if required for PE 
• Collect and distribute communal art supplies 
• Help to tidy up after Art 
• Walk independently up and down the stairs, with and without use of handrail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Class • Take down homework from whiteboard 

• Rule test copies with pencil and ruler 

• Cutting and pasting ALL ART effectively 

• File sheets into plastic pockets 

• Take out homework and leave in piles for correction 

• Write out corrections in test copy 

• Swop shared reading books 

• Line up in groups for Station Teaching 

• Tidy the library 
• Sweep the floor 
• Bring a written message to another teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2nd Class • Glue work in copies 

• Put on helmets for hurling 

• Bring a spoken message to another teacher 

• Collage work in art 

• Keep books neatly on desks 

• Rule copies with pencil and later, red pen 
• Tidy up classroom, including sweeping the floor effectively 
• Put chairs up with books on chairs if leaving some books in school 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd Class • File sheets in subject folders 

• Correcting spelling/ tables workbooks 

• Ruling copies with red pen 

• Cleaning up after art, including washing brushes and putting all equipment 
away 

• Keeping classroom clean 

• Ensure laptops are put away correctly (all charging etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th Class • Organising and correcting homework 

• Correcting spelling and tables tests on Fridays 

• Brushing classroom, mopping up spills 

• Leading warm-ups in PE 

• Ensure laptops are tidied away effectively 
• Bring message home with respect to matches, money, school outings etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

5th Class • Help out where required around the school 

• Keep an eye out for other children e.g. yard buddies etc 

• Use the photocopier for simple copying tasks 

• Move furniture responsibly 

 

 

 

 

6th Class • Show good example to younger children  

 


